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Judging 
 

Judging is your opportunity to score marks in addition to racing. 
 
Please make sure that you bring with you information  which shows your development work and activity 
during the year to enable the maximum amount of marks to be awarded. 
.  
Look carefully at the points criteria, this will form the core of your judging session. Practice your presentation 
so that the judges will be able to hear the whole story of your schools entry. 
 
The judging teams will have information collected from school visits and anything sent through to the web-
site 
 
Timings of judging 
Judges will be circulating throughout the morning and will require about 15 minutes with each team, an 
approximate time is given below. Please make sure there are team members able to talk to the judges at 
that time. 
 
What to bring to Race Day? 

·  Things 
All of the boats that you have made for the solar challenge moulds and tools used. (Even the ones that went 
wrong!). Your Electric and I.C. Boat, any moulds and tools that you may have made and used to 
manufacture parts or all of it, and all developmental evidence. 
Any marketing or design evidence, web based or paper. This may include sponsorship packs, printouts of 
experimental designs and Sketches that students may have done. 
We will have a laptop, so bring a CD of your websites etc. if you have made one. 

·  People 
The team, your teacher(s) and if possible a representative from any supporting company or individuals 
outside the school 
 
Present your information and hardware in any style, it is meant to be an enjoyable occasion where we want 
to talk to you about the work you have done. Display boards must be free standing, but a 1800mm x 500mm 
table will be there for you. 
Let us hear how you came up with new design features and how you went about carrying them out, the 
problems you had to overcome, where you got help in materials or manufacturing etc. 
 

Team Numbers are your identity for the day . 
 

Team 
Number School Approximate judging time 

1 Isle of Wight College 09.30 
2 Quilly School of Engineering 09.45 
3 Dane Court Grammar School 10.00 
4 Oaklands Community School 10.15 
5 Cresswood College 10.30 
6 Rainham School for Girls 10.45 
7 Springfield Technology College 11.00 
8 The Westgate School 11.15 
9 Applemore College 11.30 

10 Newstead Woods School for Girls 11.45 
11 Midhurst Intermediate School 12.00 
12 Seaford College 12.15 
13 Bishop Luffa Church of England School 12.30 
14 St Lawrence College 12.45 
15 Manhood Community College 13.00 

 
Team Numbers 
The number of your team must appear 
clearly on both sides, of your craft. 
Minimum numeral size 50mm high.  
 
 



 
 
Race Day Protocol 
 
On Race Day there are many things that ensure it is an enjoyable day for everyone. Please read the 
following carefully, passing information on to the appropriate team members. 
 
Upon arrival at the Race Day venue please sign in at Reception then go to your assigned pit area and set up 
ready for the day’s activities. 
Radio equipment and frequencies.  
On arrival all Radio transmitters are to be handed in to Race Control where pre-allocated crystals will be 
installed. This is to ensure no interference occurs between boats, failure to comply can cause serious 
problems for racing and lead to team disqualification. 
After racing, both transmitter and receiver crystals must be returned to race control. 
Driving Notes and briefing  
Drivers may only drive their boats from the driver’s area marked at the lake side. Only drivers are allowed to 
be in this area and only when their heat is taking place or in warm up.  
Drivers driving in a non-constructive way will not accrue any more laps and will be removed from the race. 
This is to maintain a focus on driving and racing of your craft however marshals are aware of occasional, 
accidental racing incidents. 
Lake Entry  
Entry of your vessel to the lake may only be from the designated area. We ask that an absolute minimum of 
students remain within this area as it can become overcrowded. An absolute maximum of 3 team members 
will be allowed in this area. 
Boat retrieval  
If your boat stops on any part of the circuit, it will be retrieved for you by a marshal and returned to a member 
of your team at the lake entry area.  
Protests.  
If your team wishes to submit a protest about any team issues on the day, there is a form available from 
Race Control. The form must be completed in full and handed to an official with the correct remittance, 
returnable if the protest is upheld. 
 
Race Day at a glance 

 
1. Arrive. Aim for 9.00, but dynamic events do not start until 10.00 
2. Collect pack and sign in at reception 
3. Hand in radio transmitters to race control for crystal allocation 
4. Set up displays, remember to bring free-standing displays 
5. Set up boats 
6. Judging  
7. Check program for your heat time and number  
8. Take part in your Solar racing 
9. Take part in your Electric and IC racing 
10. Open practice on lake 
11. Assemble for Prizes and Trophies 
12. Depart from 3.00  

 
Before racing  Collect radio equipment from Race Control 
During racing  set up in your pit  area for starting and support 
After racing  Return radio crystals to race control 
 
Things not to forget check list  

Item Check 
Radio Gear  
Boats  
Identity flags and Numbers  
Fuel  
Guide system for Solar Boats  
Essential tools and spares  
Batteries  
Starting equipment  
Supporting displays for sponsors to view  

Timings  
Arrive  9.00 
Solar Heats 10.00 – 11.00 
Electric Races   11.15 – 12.00 
Solar Final 12.00 – 12.30 
I.C Races 12.45 -  13.30 
Prizes 2.00 –    2.30 
Depart 3.00 



Risk Assessment 
 

RACE DAY ACTIVITY for Marine Challenge  
Activity:  
Racing model boats on a pre-laid course. Visiting associated exhibits  

ACTIVITY ANALYSIS  

Hazards 

Potential for injury when starting and controlling model boats.  

Potential for injury when walking between, and viewing exhibits 
Potential water side hazards. See  Southwater Watersports Centre Health & Safety Policy for specific 
requirements 
At risk  Participants and visitors to Race Day 
Level of risk LOW 
CONTROL MEASURES 
Instruction 
Pupils will be trained in the selection and use of equipment and personal protective equipment by their 
teachers or delegated to suitably qualified staff. 

Procedures 
Safe management procedures as issued by host venue must be followed. A copy of which is available from 
Aqua Sports reception. 

No pupils are allowed onto the landing stage at any time 
All participants remain on the lake side, any recovery of craft will be carried out by the Watersports centre 
staff. 
Fuel  
Participants will follow the handling guidelines from the fuel suppliers. A copy of these guidelines is available 
from reception for any fuel supplied by the organisers. 
All other fuel must have risk assessment documentation available on site. 
Power tools 
If these are used the teacher in charge must ensure the pupils are competent to do so. The record of which 
is the system existing within the participating establishment. 
All mains portable electrical equipment will be subject to Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) by a competent 
person. All other equipment and procedures must comply with the current regulations affecting their use. 
Displays 
Work and displays will be adequately supported at all times. 
Work areas will be kept clear and tidy in order to avoid power cables being hidden and subsequently 
damaged. 
Environment 
Equipment shall not be sited in such a way that it affects access. 
Where necessary, equipment shall be sited near ventilation. 
Care will be taken to ensure that any trailing leads do not pose a trip hazard. 
Personal Protective Equipment 
Provision for those involved, where relevant, of appropriate personal protective equipment for eyes, face, 
body, breathing, ears and others in the vicinity. 
All persons using the Pontoon area must wear a life jacket. 
First Aid 
First aid is available from the Venue medical support St Johns/ Red Cross ambulance service.  
Controlling of model boats 
All drivers will ensure they drive in a safe and considerate manner. Any not doing so will be disqualified and 
may have to leave the event area. 

Distribution: All participants and visitors to Race Day  
Signed  
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Travel Notes. 
Please make sure that you allow adequate time for 
your journey. 
Have a safe trip and see you there. 
 


